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EDUCATION: COLLEGE AFFORDABILITY, TESTING, PRE-K   
     Education is very important to me and there are so many good things we are doing to insure the future of 
education in Maryland. I am pleased to part of several of these initiatives. 

     In the 2017 session, Delegate Stein and I worked on a bill to limit a little known but significant practice by 
colleges – award displacement.  Universities send students an initial financial aid award letter with an offer of 
an institutional scholarship.  If a student works hard to find and win a private 
scholarship, some universities withdraw their initial institutional scholarship and 
redirect it to another student, negating the impact of the private scholarship and 
virtually taking it for their own.  This may be done to comply with federal and 
state laws. More often, it is done to redistribute the aid. The college may award 
the money they have taken away for other scholarships, including, for example, 
athletic scholarships-- which may not be the awarding group’s intention.  
Scholarship money is raised through hard work and fundraising and the awarding 
group should be able to choose their criterion for its use (most often students 
with financial hardship). Scholarship recipients say it essentially punishes them for taking the initiative to find 
other sources of financial aid. The bill we passed led to a new law that took effect on July 1, making Maryland 
the first state to ban scholarship displacement by public colleges. We are not done yet.  We want to extend this 
ban to private colleges, especially those that accept state funds.  We also want any colleges that may be exempt 
from the ban to give a full report to each student at the outset of their acceptance, telling them how much money 
they may raise and use in scholarships, according to federal FAFSA guidelines, in order to keep them from 
raising money they cannot use.  Be on the look-out for this in 2017. For now, here is a link to the Sun article on 
the 2016 legislation:                                                                       
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/education/higher-ed/bs-md-scholarship-displacement-20170704-story.html 

     I have been continuously involved in efforts to reduce the impact of testing in K-12 for all of my first three 
sessions. I was lead sponsor on a bill to create a commission to reduce that impact. The commission asked 
counties to account for the amount of testing they are doing, beyond PARCC.  This prompted some reflection 
by those jurisdictions and there were some voluntary decreases of benchmark and preparatory testing. The 

commission report also prompted successful legislation to limit testing to 2% of 
the school year hours. In 2018, I will introduce legislation that will reduce the 
impact of testing on the rest of the school.  Instead of shutting most instruction 
down to test for a whole morning/afternoon on one subject area, and pulling 
certified teachers out of other subject classes, my legislation will require that 

high stakes testing be limited to the time of one class period.  As well as being pedagogically sound - students 
of that age should not be expected to successfully sit for three consecutive hours of testing – this will also 
minimize disruption by having the test administered over a few days in the subject and class being tested.  
Beyond that, the legislation will permit any staff member that the principal deems competent and willing to 
administer the test. This will free up instructors to continue to practice good instruction and preparation while 
testing is occurring. I know from my years in teaching that proctoring skills are accessible to more than only 
certified teachers and principals, who know their staff, will be able to choose anyone they know to be competent 
for this task.   

As I have reported here previously, I co-sponsored legislation with my Howard County colleague Delegate 
Atterbeary, to create a workgroup to help direct the Kirwan Commission in their work on the implementation of 
universal Pre-K here in Maryland. We met six times over the summer 
and we have made some important recommendations about the need for 
funding and a mixed delivery system involving county school systems and 
community providers. This is a vital first step towards making a high-
quality early education available to every child in Maryland. The return 
on investment of Pre-K instruction alone is over five times the cost of 
providing it.  So not only is it good for the students, it is good for the state.  
Our report will be available publicly soon and the Kirwan Commission will finish its work by the end of 
December, allowing the legislature to take any action necessary in 2018. Stay tuned! 



ELECTION LEGISLATION: SCAM PACS AND ACCESS TO POLLS 

Last session I sponsored successful legislation to close a loophole that enabled sidestepping current contribution 
limits. This will stop some of the big money being used to support candidates. Now it is time to protect 
contributors to campaigns and causes as well. In 2018, I will sponsor legislation that will regulate “scam PACs.”  
There are unregulated issue and candidate PACs that collect money with aggressive fundraising and then spend 
up to 90% of the funds on their own administrative salaries and costs, creating a financial benefit for the PAC’s 
creators, but not for the stated purpose of the PAC.  The legislation I will introduce will require public and 
visible reporting of fund use for these PACs in their fundraising campaigns.  It is simply truth in advertising to 
keep people who are contributing their hard earned money from being fooled.   
 
One of the strongest beliefs I have about voting is that more people will vote when access is made easier.  And I 

want to get as many people to vote as we can.  Currently, anyone can request a mail in 
ballot (sometimes known as an absentee ballot) whether or not they will be in town on 
Election Day.  This makes sense to me.  I would much prefer to make my decisions at my 
kitchen table where I can consider my selections slowly and carefully.  I wouldn’t even 

have to make a trip to the polls to vote.  I could just mail it at my convenience.  However, 
several constituents have expressed that mailing feels uncomfortable, either because they 
feel it makes their vote unsafe or just because it lacks the notion of going to the polls. I 
will introduce legislation to create “drop off boxes” at polling places for those who want 
to vote at home, but would still like to see their vote go “in the slot.” The board of 
elections of Maryland likes the idea.  They always want to encourage voters.  We may not be able to get the 
drop off boxes up and running for 2018, but the idea has taken seed and I will push to get this concept off the 
ground soon. 
 
 
JUST BE GLAD YOU LIVE IN MARYLAND AND LOCAL HAPPENINGS 
The General Assembly also dealt extensively last session with the effects of the recent presidential election, and 
the policies of President Trump. We will continue to work steadily and deliberately to remediate the adverse 

impacts that the President’s decisions have on our state. The General Assembly passed a 
law that will protect funding for Planned Parenthood, no matter what happens at the 
federal level. The authorization given in the 2017 session to the Attorney General to 
protect Maryland citizens from damaging federal policies through The Maryland 
Defense Act has been used several times by Brian Frosh. He has sued over the 
constitutionality of the travel ban against Muslims and over payments to Mr. Trump’s 
businesses, claiming they violate the Emoluments Clause of the Constitution and 

negatively impact Maryland businesses.  We passed resolutions affirming our state’s opposition to the repeal of 
the Affordable Care Act and legislators from the Health and Government Operations 
committee are meeting this summer to plan how we will protect Marylanders if the 
ACA is repealed or changed to eliminate coverage for some.  The General Assembly 
was able to override the governor’s veto of Protect Our Schools Act in 2017. The 
legislation, among other things, protects struggling schools from forced privatization. 
Betsy DeVos is a strong proponent of school privatization, and I believe her agenda 
is the wrong path for our schools and students. I am proud of the school protections we created in this bill.  
 

Locally, I am eagerly looking forward to the addition of the Guiness brewery to our other fine 
craft breweries in the area, Heavy Seas among them. And just down the road from Heavy 
Seas is the Maryland Food Bank.  In 2018, I will introduce legislation to create a tax incentive 
for farmers in Baltimore County, Howard County, and some surrounding counties to donate 
surplus or #2 vegetables and fruits to the food bank.  We should do all we can to keep good 

food from going to waste and to keep our citizens from hunger, especially when there is so much food available.  
We all know fresh produce is the best for us and I want to help facilitate getting it to the tables of hungry 
children and their families. 



 
YOUR DISTRICT 12 LEGISLATIVE TEAM IS READY TO GO  
I am pleased to tell you two things.  First, with one session left in my current term, I am eager to continue the 

good work I feel I have been able to do.  I will be running for my D12 seat in the House of 
Delegates again in 2018.  Thanks to all who supported me in 2014.  I hope you feel I 
deserve your support again this time. Second, my good friends and colleagues, Senator 
Kasemeyer, Delegate Hill, and Delegate Lam have joined together 
with me to run again for their seats.  We worked so well together as a 
team this term, we are eagerly looking forward to four more years of 

service together. (We work so well together that we even teamed up to fix a flat with Del. 
Hill on the day we went to file together!)  

 

  
And… to help our efforts, I will be having a reception/fundraiser on Sept 12.  Please consider coming and 
offering your support to help make sure I get re-elected and can continue to serve you. 
 

 
 
Thanks again for all your support and participation. As always, I hope 
that you will share your concerns and ideas with me. Please, stay in 
touch. 
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